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SUB J : NEW SWISS FOREIGN MINISTER CRITICAL OF US DELCARATION 
ON ITALIAN COMMUNISTS 

1 . SUMMARY: NEW SWISS FOREIGN MIN PIERRE AUBERT 

HAS CRITICIZED US DECLARATION ABOUT UNDESIRABILITY OF 
COMMUNIST PARTICIPATION IN ITALIAN CABINET. STATEMENT, 
MADE IN NEWSPAPER INTERVIEW PUBLISHED DAY BEFORE AUBERT 
TOOK OFFICE FEB 1, EVIDENTLY EMBARRASSED OFFICIAL GOS 
PRESS SPOKESMAN. END SUMMARY. 
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2. FEDERAL COUNCILOR PIERRE AUBERT (FONMIN) IN PRESS 
INTERVIEW PUBLISHED BY "LA SUISSE" JAN 31 SAID 
(EMBASSY TRANSLATION): QTE I LOVE THE ITALIAN PEOPLE, 

THEIR TALENT, CHARM AND HOSPITALITY. I JUDGE VERY 
REGRETTABLE THE AMERICAN DECLARATION AGAINST ITALIAN 
COMMUNISTS JOINING THE GOVT. IN REALITY, 

ITALY NEEDS SUCH A COLAITION GOVT. ONE MUST 
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KNOW ITALY TO KNOW THAT THE ITALIANS ARE ABOVE ALL 
ITALIANS THOUGH THEY ALSO ARE MEMBERS OF COMMUNIST 
OR OTHER POLITICAL GROUPS. UNQTE. AUBERT ALSO SAID 
THAT EUROPE HAS ITS OWN NORTH-SOUTH PROBLEM AND CANNOT 
CONTINUE TO LIVE WITH MORIBUND AND INVALIDS. 

3. FEDERAL POLITICAL DEPT (FONMIN) PRESS AND 
INFORMATION OFFICER FREDERIC DUBOIS TOLD EMBOFF 
FEB 1 THAT LA SUISSE INTERVIEW WAS GIVEN 2 OR 3 
WEEKS AGO WHEN AUBERT WAS STILL SPEAKING "AS PRIVATE 
CITIZEN". DUBOIS STRESSED AUBERT DID NOT THEN SPEAK 
AS CHIEF OF FPD AND THAT STATEMENT WAS MADE BEFORE 
AUBERT COULD BE FULLY BRIEFED ON ITALY SITUATION. 

DEBOIS DREW EMBOFF'S ATTENTION TO ANOTHER AUBERT 
INTERVIEW PUBLISHED IN "DER BUND" FEB 1 WHICH DEBOIS 
SAID SHOWS MORE BALANCED VIEW OF ITALIAN SITUATION. 
COMMENT: AUBERT MAY HAVE STILL BEEN TECHNICALLY 
"PRIVATE CITIZEN". BUT HE HAD BEEN CHOSEN AS 

FEDERAL COUNCILOR AND IT WAS ACCEPTED THAT HE WOULD BE 
FONMIN. 

4. AUBERT SAID IN DER BUND INTERVIEW THAT HE WAS 
CONCERNED ABOUT SITUATION. DEMOCRACY, IN ITALY. 

SAID IT CANNOT CONTINUE MUCH LONGER WITH ACTIVITIES 
OF EXTREMISTS FROM RIGHT AND LEFT. IT IS NOT ONLY 
ITALIAN COMMUNISTS HE FEARS. HE KNEW SEGRE AND 
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HAS SHAKEN HAND OF BERLINGUER. AUBERT DESCRIBED 
BURLINGUER AS "GREAT GENTLEMAN" WHO STANDS FAR ABOVE 
FRENCH COMMUNIST MARCHAIS. AUBERT NOTED THAT ITALIAN 
COMMUNISTS HAVE STOOD WITH SWISS AGAINST FRENCH 
COMMUNISTS IN COUNCIL OF EUROPE. AND THAT EVERYONE KNOWS 
ITALIANS ARE, AND REMAIN, NATIONALISTS FIRST. 

5. "VATERLAND" FEB 1 CRITIZED AUBERT'S "LA SUISSE" 

STATEMENT AS DEPARTURE FROM SWISS NEUTRALITY POLICY. 

SAID PREVIOUS SWISS FONMINS FOLLOWED UNWRITTEN ROLE 

OF AVOIDING MAKING PUBLIC JUDGMENTS OF OTHER STATESMEN 
AND THEIR POLICIES. NOT BECAUSE SWISS LACK INTEREST, 

BUT TO KEEP OPEN OPTIONS FOR SWISS DIPLOMACY. VATERLAND 
EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT NEW SWISS FONMIN INTENDS 
FOLLOW "UNDIPLOMATIC" DIRECT STYLE. 

6. SWISS TV NEWS PROGRAMS JAN 31 GAVE PROMINENT COVERAGE 
TO LA SUISSE INTERVIEW STATEMENT. HOWEVER. NEUE 
ZUERCHER ZEITUNG FEB 1 MADE ONLY MINOR MENTION OF 
AUBERT'S STATEMENT CRITICAL OF US. NEITHER JOURNAL 

DE GENEVE NOR TRIBUNE DE GENEVE REPORTED IT. 

ODELL 
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